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A concert was, however, a purely social event, and their
attitude towards music was fundamentally different. It is
much better now."
" What do you think of English audiences ? "
" You know how warm-hearted and grateful they are.
English audiences must have been the great surprise in the
career of every foreign musician who, before his first English
tour, expected an unmusical and unresponsive audience.
There is hardly a country in the world where you find such
a big musical audience as in England ; but of course it is not
easy to say whether their devotion to music springs from an
enthusiasm for, or an understanding of, music. In music,
as in everything else in life, there are producers and con-
sumers, and England is musically the consuming country par
excellence."
Luncheon was over by now, and the same ceremony of
Apris avoir bien mange, les Polonais s'embrassent, etc. „ . . was
gone through with due solemnity.
After Paderewski had lighted his cigarette he turned to
me : " I will show you the house now." We walked through
the drawing-room with its pianos and its photographs to
reach the next room, which was smaller, and which one
might almost call the " Room of Honour and Glory."
The walls were covered with diplomas from universities
that had bestowed on Paderewski an honorary degree;
withdiplomas from towns whichprided themselves onhaving
Paderewski as an honorary citizen ; busts of Paderewski
in bronze and in marble stood about on pedestals ; pictures
and statues which were the gifts of nations, of cities, of
corporations and of individuals filled the room. It was a
show more of glory than of beauty. The small tables were
covered with Chinese works of art, various statuettes and
ornaments, and except the furniture, everything in this room
had been a gift. We sat down in die midst of the obvious

